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Thailand 

The country of Thailand is located in the SouthEast region of the Asian continent. It is a 

fairly small sized country with a population of just more than 69,000,000 people, according to 

World Meter. Typically in Thailand, much of the year is filled with monsoons. These can last 

anywhere from May to September, but sometimes even all the way from March until November. 

Since Thailand’s monsoon season generally lasts for about 4 to 7 months, the region is prone to 

heavy flooding. For example, back in 2019, according to data from Floodlist, a flood affected 

nearly 60,000 people in 28 different provinces in the country. As well as natural disasters in 

Thailand, there is a huge human rights issue including child and sex trafficking. While this is a 

major issue in the country, the government has done next to nothing to try to combat it and the 

issue instead has only increased since the military “junta” received power after the coup in 2014. 

The government of Thailand is considered to be a hierarchy, which is due in large part to 

the current Prime Minister, Prayut Chan-Ocha. Back in  2014, Prayut Chan-Ocha had staged a 

coup and got the then ​elected​ prime minister thrown out, declaring himself the new ruler directly 

afterwards. Since then, Thailand has been under strict government and military control as well as 

surveillance. There was  an election held in Thailand for Prime Minister, but since Thailand is 

under such strong military and government control, anyone who was for the opposition party, 

pro-democracy, or anti-monarchy began to mysteriously disappear or would be found deceased 

out of nowhere, according to the Human Rights Watch World Report 2020.  



Even though Thailand was on their way to having access to 5G networks in certain parts 

of the region, due to COVID-19 those plans have been pushed back because of economic issues. 

However, across Thailand there is 4G internet services, most in the Bangkok area, but it is all 

controlled and monitored by the military. This means that no matter what, Thailand citizens are 

constantly being monitored by the military and government so to speak out against the monarchy 

could end horribly for anyone. Much of the political unrest that began in 2014 is still happening 

today with many protesting on the streets to fight for their rights and freedoms and to get rid of 

the monarchy. The same that happened back in 2019, however, is happening today with many 

people suddenly going missing out of the blue. As for broadcasting stations, there are only 6: 2 

controlled by the military and the other 2 by the government. Due to this, the news delivered is 

bias and a lot of truth and opinions are hidden. In terms of internet freedom in Thailand, 

according to Freedom House, Thailand ranks 35 out 100 on a scale with 0 being no freedom and 

100 being most free. So, Thailand has little to no freedom in terms of internet access. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Thailand’s GDP has been extremely affected. Even 

though they have, supposedly, gotten the spread of the virus under control and their numbers are 

very low, Thailand’s economy has suffered greatly and continues to suffer. According to World 

Bank, nearly 15% of their GDP comes from tourism which is way lower than before especially 

since “there hasn’t been a single international tourist since March 2020,” (World Bank, 2020). 

Trading and exporting are also play a big portion in Thailand’s economy, which also 

significantly decreased due to COVID-19  
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Scenario 1- Status Quo- What Did I Miss? 

It is now the year 2050, but Thailand has not had much change. The people are still 

controlled by the monarchy and the military junta still have way too much power in government. 

The late Prime Minister, Prayut Chan-Ocha’s, eldest daughter Tanya Chan-Ocha is now leader, 

but she seems to be following in her father’s footsteps.  

Since COVID cases have gone down and are now at a stable rate with vaccines slowly, 

but surely, being provided, tourism has gone back up with nearly as many international tourists 

coming during the non-monsoon season as there were back in 2019 with nearly 40 million 

tourists throughout the year, according to Thailand Tourism Statistics. Trade and exports have 

been rising again too, meaning the local economy has been rising back to how it was before the 

pandemic in 2020.  

With the increase in GDP, Prime Minister Tanya Chan-Ocha has been able to give access 

to the 5G network that her father was trying to get before the pandemic hit. However, it is only 

accessible in Bangkok as that is where it becomes densely populated with tourists. It is also fairly 

expensive so the average working class in Thailand can barely afford it and anyone below the 

poverty line is unable to gain access to it. There is still the issue of the government and military 

having control over the internet and monitoring everything of the Thai people, though. With the 

monarchy still being in control, the civil unrest has not stopped, however it has died down as 

people are getting tired, and more and more people keep disappearing not many people want to 

risk being the next one anymore. 



While there has been some efforts to combat the child and sex traffickinh issues in 

Thailand, it is at the bottom of the Prime Minister’s list as the efforts have been miniscule. There 

also has been little to no progress on securing a safer way to prepare and handle natural disasters 

such as flooding caused by monsoons. In the last 2 years alone the monsoon seasons have only 

worsened with the worsening climate. Nearly 150,000 Thai people have been misplaced or 

injured and almost every province has been hit hard and still trying to rebuild. 
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Scenario 2- Positive Change- A Booming Economy and Country 

Here we are, the year 2050 in Thailand, and things have never looked better. Since the 

year 2020 almost everything has had a huge, positive move forward. The leader of the 2014 coup 

has passed and after his passing the Thai people really stepped in and up and took down the 

monarchy. There are now true democratic elections for government positions in Thailand which 

is what helped to make that huge leap forward. The Thai people were able to elect someone into 

power who they believed would lead them out of near social and economic destruction. 

The virus that took over the world in 2020 seems to have completely disappeared from 

existence after vaccines were able to be distributed to everyone across the globe which means 

that the economic status of Thailand has been soaring. More tourists than ever before have been 

traveling all over Thailand, not just to Bangkok or Chiang Mai anymore meaning the local 

economy is doing very well as well.  

With the local economy and GDP rising to an extremely high volume for Thailand, it 

means that the Thai government was able to distribute 5g+ networks everywhere across the 

country. Everywhere but the more tourist populated areas, like Bangkok, Phuket, or Chiang Mai, 

has 5G services while the regions filled with constant tourists have 5g+ networks to keep up with 

the fast technological world in other countries.  

Since GDP is so high now, everyone is able to afford devices with at least 5g network 

which makes navigating through natural disasters such as flooding a lot better than they were 

back in the year 2020. A new device that has recently come on the market provides users with 

the ability to be warned if they are not in a safe place due to upcoming possible floods to get 



them and any essential items to safety. It also is completely secure and no government is able to 

get into the device and no way for them to keep any unneeded or unwarranted surveillance on the 

citizens of Thailand, moving Thailand up in terms of internet freedom from 35 to 68 out of 100. 

Also with the new device, there have been major moves in cancelling out any child and sex 

trafficking rings in Thailand by being able to locate and be warned of anyone or anything 

suspicious by consent of the user of the device.  
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Scenario 3- Fall Apart- Erase This From the Narrative 

It is the year 2050 in Thailand and… things have never been worse. It did not seem like 

things would change much after the year 2020, but since then everything has just gone 

completely down hill. Prime Minister, Prayut Chan-Ocha, has passed and his eldest daughter 

Tanya Chan-Ocha is now leader. No one ever thought anyone would be worse than the man who 

staged the coup back 2014, but everyone has been proven wrong by Tanya Chan-Ocha.  

The government and military still have complete control over the Thai people, but things 

have gotten so much worse. Not only are they able to keep surveillance on the Thai people’s 

internet usage, but they are easily able to track each person for any reason at all. This has caused 

much trouble for citizens as there are still protests going on in the streets, but have become more 

unruly in the past few years as people are getting tired of not being listened to. More and more 

people seem to go missing everyday, which can only be assumed to be for the same reasons it 

was happening back in 2019 and 2020. Broadcasting systems are still being managed and 

overseen by the military and government, so there has not been any movement on that front. 

Unfortunately, the vaccines for COVID-19 were not able to be received by everyone in 

the country, so cases have been going up and down like a wave. Due to this reason, tourism has 

not picked back up from 2020. The government has been trying to keep cases quiet, so no one 

wants to visit Thailand with the chance of catching the deadly virus and repeating the year 2020. 

Since tourism has not picked up,  GDP and the local economy has not been able to sustain itself 

and the 5g network that Prayut Chan-Ocha was aiming for back in 2020 has never seemed to be 

farther away than it does now. Not only has the country bumped down to only a 2g or 3g 



network depending on what region one is in, but the only people who are able to afford the 

higher 3g internet access are those in the high upper class, the average working citizen can barely 

scrape by to afford the very low 2g internet. This also causes issues in persuading tourists to 

come and vacation in Thailand because the rest of the world is on 5g+ network, so coming to a 

country that is so much lower than that is not appealing.  

There has also been no move in combatting the issue of child and sex trafficking in 

Thailand, in fact there is less being done about it now than there was back in 2020. It seems to be 

that the new Prime Minister has completely taken it off of the government and military’s radar 

and is only focusing on controlling the citizen’s of Thailand.  
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Device Description  

I have created a handheld mobile phone device as well as a couple extra accessories that 

come with the mobile device at no extra cost. To make it more accessible to all people in any 

socioeconomic class the materials used are all low in cost as well as the device and accessories 

are all produced and distributed in Thailand so as not to worry about international production and 

shipping costs. Both the mobile device and the watch accessory aid in preparing people for 

flooding and help to disassemble child and sex trafficking rings in Thailand. It is all secure and 

cannot be inteinterferered with by the government or military without consent of the owner or 

with an approved warrant. The network is 5g+ and accessible to anyone, no extra charge for 

higher internet access in case different regions provide different levels of internet access.  

 

Mobile device 

● Solar charge but has a spot for batteries in case of any power outage or natural disasters 

especially during monsoon season 

● waterproof/indestructable 

○ If a flood or other natural disaster causes loss of phone, it will not be able to be 

broken by being taken in a flood or landslide 

● Able to detect if in a safe zone (natural disasters) 

○ If not in a safe zone, it gives options of areas nearby to go to 

○ Gives estimated time until flood or other disaster comes 

● Very secure, govt could not manipulate and not track without consent 



○ Secure, 5g+ network 

○ No charge if in a region with a higher network than person has 

Watch 

● In case loss of physical device in natural disaster 

○ Able to detect where mobile device is if lost, if mobile device is not able to be 

retrieved the production of the devices are high so another is able to be received at 

no cost 

● Same as physical 

Earbuds 

● One press on the earbuds or a word said sends out an alert to authorities with the consent 

of the user 

● Also doubles as just regular bluetooth earbuds  





 

 


